
  FOURTH OF JULY 
“America is much more than a geographical fact.  
It is a political and moral fact - the first community 
in which men set out in principle to institutionalize 
freedom, responsible government, and human 
equality.”  ~Adlai Stevenson
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   Fourth of July, Independence Day, is the most 
patriotic holiday commemorating the adoption of the 
Declaration of Independence in Philadelphia on July 
4, 1776. The colonies proclaimed independence from 
Great Britain with the establishment of the United 
States of America. The history of Independence Day 
is closely linked to the American Revolution in which 
the thirteen colonies united against the British Empire 
and entered a period of armed conflict known as the 
Revolutionary War (1775-1783).
   The British government passed several laws to 
increase its revenue by unfairly taxing the colonists. 
They strongly protested and boycotted British goods 
with the slogan, “no taxation without representation.”In 
Boston on March 5, 1770, a large infuriated mob 
confronted a squad of British soldiers who fired into 
the crowd, killing five and wounding six colonists. 
This clash was known as the Boston Massacre.  
    On April 27, 1773, the British Parliament passed 
The Tea Act, undercutting the colonial tea merchants. 
On December 16, 1773, 150 colonists boarded three 
ships and dumped 342 cases of tea into the Boston 
harbor. This incident became known as the Boston Tea 
Party.  In retaliation, the British government passed 
four acts known as the “Intolerable Acts” in 1774. 
Prominent colonials congregated in Philadelphia at 
the First Continental Congress in 1774, declaring 
their opposition to the Acts. They also called to form 
militias, and endorsed Massachusetts to form a Patriot 
government. On March 23, 1775, Patrick Henry 
delivered his famous, emotional speech: “Give Me 
Liberty or Give Me Death.” 
   On April 19, 1775, the British forces seized a 
colonial militia arsenal in Concord, Massachusetts. 
The militiamen fiercely fought with them at nearby 
Lexington. These were the first two battles (Battles 
of Concord and Lexington). The Second Continental 
Congress convened in 1775; and on June 15, George 
Washington was officially appointed as the commander 
of the new Continental army. On June 7, 1776, Richard 
Henry Lee proposed a resolution for independence in 
the Continental Congress. Thomas Jefferson wrote the 
first draft of the Declaration of Independence. On July 
4, 1776, The Second Continental Congress adopted 
the Declaration of Independence. Fourth of July is 
therefore regarded as Independence Day.
    On Christmas day, 1776, General Washington led his 
2400 troops across the Delaware River and successfully 

attacked the British army, (Battle of Trenton).  The 
Battle of Saratoga, October 7, 1977, was the first 
major victory for the continental army. On February 
6, 1778, America and France signed the Treaty of 
Amity and Commerce and the Treaty of Alliance.  
The Franco - American army laid siege to the British 
forces at Yorktown on September 28, 1781, leading to 
the surrender of the British troops. The United States 
and Britain signed the Treaty of Paris on September 
3, 1783; the terms included British recognition of 
American independence and the withdrawal of British 
troops from America.  
   Fourth of July is a day of family celebrations with 
picnics and cookouts. American flags are patriotically 
displayed outside many homes and buildings.  
Activities encompass historic pageants and parades, 
political speeches and ceremonies, carnivals, fairs, 
concerts and so forth. Many communities arrange 
fireworks that are accompanied by patriotic songs such 
as “The Star-Spangled Banner”, “God Bless America”, 
and “America the Beautiful”. Historic scenes are 
reenacted and the Declaration of Independence is read 
at Independence Hall in Philadelphia. 
   Independence Day serves as a reminder that 
Americans are a free people. Americans should express 
their gratitude for the freedom and liberties fought 
by the founding fathers, who made their sacrifices 
with their courage and bravery. Americans believe in 
liberty, equality, and individual rights. The Declaration 
of Independence included the following quote: “We 
hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” 
    Liberty and equality are the ideals that Americans 
steadfastly believe and value. This is particularly 
significant due to the fact that America encompasses 
tremendous numbers of immigrants from many 
different races and ethnicities. This great nation 
is a melting pot of many cultures from around the 
world. All races should be treated equally without 
discrimination.  

Happy Fourth of July!

  THOUSANDS GATHER 
to CELEBRATE ASIAN 

CULTURE in INDIANAPOLIS
 by Jane Gehlhausen

    Philippines Choir Group

       Instead of flying 18 hours to travel to Asia, Central 
Indiana residents experienced the flavors, sights and 
sounds of Asia in their own backyard. The ninth annual 
Asian Fest took place on Saturday, June 18th, 11 am 
to 3 pm at the Indiana State Museum in downtown 
Indianapolis. This free family-friendly festival is 
hosted by Asian American Alliance, Inc. (AAAI) and 
sponsored by several businesses, organizations and 
cultural groups.
  Festival highlights included amazing and rich 
cultural performances, fun Asian games and activities, 
delicious Asian cuisine from local restaurants, 

COMMUNITY LEADER ELECTED to 
ASIAN ART SOCIETY BOARD

By Benny Ko
    Mr. Kwan Hui, a longtime member of the Indiana 
Association of Chinese Americans (IACA) and one 
of its former presidents, has recently been elected a 
member to the board of directors of the Asian Arts 
Society (AAS), an affiliated interest group of the 
Indianapolis Museum of Art. 
   As a relatively new member to the Asian Arts 
Society, Mr. Kwan Hui distinguished himself by his 
enthusiasm, readiness and willingness for service; 
his easy and affable demeanor have also not gone 
unnoticed by fellow members.  Therefore, his 
nomination was met with unanimous support.
     As a fellow member of both IACA and AAS, I 
like to point out that this is a most distinguished 
appointment as Kwan will now be the good will 
ambassador bridging Indiana citizens with a love for 

 SOUTH VIGO STUDENTS WIN
 MR. & MISS SCIENCE AGAIN

  DANCING LIONS at the
CARMEL INDEPENDENCE 

DAY PARADE by Benny Ko

    The morning began hung in suspension. The rain 
that came down sporadically through the night had 
stopped but the sky remained ominously overcast.
If the parade would involve only people, rain alone 
might not be much of a trepidation.However, to the 
two papier-mache lion heads, unless meticulously 
protected, an untimely shower could potentially mean, 
literally, a melt-down.
     That concern was clearly registered on everyone’s 
face but particularly that of Larry and Janet, the two 
IACA members who have painstakingly taken care of 
these lion heads for years.  On the other hand, Kwan Hui, 
the person most responsible for arranging IACA’s first 
participation in Carmel’s Independence Day Parade, 
was too busy in overseeing the necessary logistic to 
seem worried.  The most heartening, however, was 
every participant, regardless of his or her role, arrived 
an hour early to make certain the two lions would 
dance without any hiccups. The unusual aspect of this 
parade is Indiana Association of Chinese-Americans 
(IACA) would field the dancers for one team while 
students of family members of Nationalities Council 
of Indiana (NCI) would field the other team with its 
members, a new format of collaboration between two 
old partners.  A brief introduction might be in order 
here for our readers, NCI is an umbrella organization 
that embraces citizens of different ethnicities and 
nationalities living in the State of Indiana and to make 
them feel at home no matter where they hailed from.  
IACA is also a member of NCI, and as I have said, 
the two organizations have collaborated on multiple 
occasions and different venues in the past, the latest 
being this year’s Indy 500 Parade in downtown 
Indianapolis.  With two lion dance teams, we now have 
young people that came from a diverse background 

and included both genders, proving once and for all, 
the lion dance in the 21st century belongs to the world 
even though it has its beginning in China.  
  The two lions were superbly handled and 
choreographed, as if they were twins from the same 
lair.  Not to be forgotten is the large contingent of IACA 
members and friends that showed up bright and early 
to march along with the lions.  This “cheer-squad” adds 
size, visibility and enthusiasm to the team’s endeavor.  
Each cheer-person was given a red, white and blue hat 
and a small American flag to wave in the parade.  And 
if my observation is correct, while the lion dancers 
drew the lion’s share of applause (excuse the punt), 
the flag waving patriots of IACA got the most cheers.  
Credit is due to the three lady members that carried the 
large IACA banner in the very front, along with their 
smiles, I cannot think of a better self-introduction to 
the thousands of spectators that lined the two miles of 
the parade route.  If Carmel did not know us before, 
they certainly do now.
    Last but not least, member and past president Agnes 
Yam Wolverton loaned the team her personal mobility 
scooter and drove it towing the heavy drum and the 
drummer, Kwan Hui; both obviously are part and 
parcel to any lion dance performance.  The lighter 
accompanying instruments were hand held, including 
a small gong and brass chime. The procession was 
photographed and video-taped by another member, 
Vicky Ko.
   At the end of the parade, most of our clothes were 
soaking wet, but it was not the result of a deluge from 
heaven, rather it was sweat of joy, derived from a task 
well done.

  Everyone went home with a smile!

IACA July 4th Parade Team at the Corner of 131st and Rangeline RD in Carmel, IN

IACA July 4th Parade Team Before Take Off 

interesting Asian merchants carried outfits and 
cultural items.  Of course, many ethnic associations 
showcased the cultural discovery of their own Asian 
countries.  There were several wonderful aspects that 
were new this year.  In conjunction with the State of 
Indiana bicentennial, this year’s festival was one of 
the State’s Officially Endorsed Legacy projects.  A 
special exhibit was created which captured both the 
fascinating history and the amazingimpact of Asian 
countries and Asian American’s in Indiana.  Countries 
which were proudly featured included Burma, China, 
India, Korea, Japan, Philippines, Taiwan, and Vietnam.  
In addition, Indy Surviveors (a local organization 
of breast cancer survivors) hosted a colorful Asian 
Dragon Boat exhibition in the White River State 
Park canal. Their dragon boat, of course, was pink!  
Furthermore, a special performance was made by the 
University of the Philippines Concert Chorus. 
  AAAI is a local, non-profit organization with a 
mission to empower Asian Americans to serve and 
lead in businesses and communities.  Visit www.
aaalliance.org to learn more.  

   At only 18, Mr. and 
Miss Science have 
harnessed the power 
of supercomputers, 
conducted work that’s 
earned prestigious 
international awards 
and even endured the 
drudgery that comes 
with deep research. 
Tingyue “Rita” Cui 
and Sabin Karki—
named the top two 
science students in the 

state by the governor’s office—also shine a spotlight 
on the science department at Terre Haute South Vigo 
High School, where they both graduated from just 
weeks ago. In the nine years the award has existed, 
South Vigo students have claimed it four times, and 
this marks the first time Mr. and Miss Science have 
both hailed from the same school.
   “When I went to the [Intel International Science 
and Engineering Fair], I met kids who went to Carmel 
[High School] and schools that are much richer and 
have many more resources than we do here,” says 
Karki. “And I thought, ‘We can’t win an award like 
Mr. Science here.’ But we did, and that’s a testament 
to the faculty here.”
    South Vigo’s 14 science teachers, however, are 
quick to credit the diligence of students like Karki 
and Cui for making the school stand out. Karki, for 
example, recalls his first research project that taught 
him the stick-to-itiveness of science; he visited local 
farms to test livestock fecal matter for a project on 
antibiotic resistance.

     In addition to presenting bioinformatics research at 
the 2015 Intel International Science and Engineering 
Fair, he also travelled to Nepal—where his parents are 
from—to conduct cervical cancer research
    Karki will attend Johns Hopkins University in the 
fall, where he plans to study biomedical engineering 
and eventually earn a dual MD/MBA degree.
    Miss Science will go to Harvard University in the 
fall, where she wants to explore what area of science 
interests her most, although she’s been bitten by the 
chemistry bug. She’s at her best, perhaps, manipulating 
molecules; using supercomputers at Indiana State 
University, she conducted computational chemistry 
projects.
    “I can see these molecules and manipulate them in 
a virtual environment. After I conduct computational 
research, I can go into a lab and conduct experimental 
chemistry to either validate my hypothesis or disprove 
it,” says Cui. “I think it’s very interesting to use two 
different methods to examine the same subject.”
     Cui placed third in chemistry at the Intel International 
Science and Engineering Fair, where she competed 
against more than 1,000 students from 70 countries 
and—similar to Karki—questioned her roots.
    “I thought since I came from such a small area 
in Indiana that I really didn’t have a chance against 
anyone,” says Cui. “When I found out I won third 
place, it really validated my efforts.”
      Both Karki and Cui acknowledge the Mr. and Miss 
Science award as the capstone of their high school 
academic careers and proof that being from a small 
area doesn’t limit your ability to achieve big.

Source: Inside Indiana Busines, Kylie Veleta, Special 
Projects Reporter

Sabin Karki 
& Tingyue “Rita” Cui 

Asian Art and the Chinese-American community that 
has an interest in sharing Chinese culture and history 
with fellow Americans.
   Congratulations, Mr. Kwan Hui. Like the Indiana 
Association of Chinese Americans, founded in 1974, 
the Asian Art Society was founded, coincidentally, 
within a year of the other.  Both organizations are 
opened to the public for membership and respectively 
welcome anyone with an interest in Asian Art or 
Chinese culture and history.  IACA is in addition, a 
civic, service oriented group.  I strongly encourage 
all readers of this newspaper to look into and explore 
affiliation with these two outstanding organizations.

Below is a brief introduction of the Asian Art Society.  

Founded in 1975, the Asian Art Society (AAS) aims to cultivate greater interest in the Indiana Museum of Art 
(IMA) through the Museum’s renowned collection of Asian Art. Members of the AAS support the IMA’s Asian art 
collection by assisting in the selection and acquisition of new works of art for the Asian Art Department and co-
sponsoring dinners and lectures with prominent art collectors, historians, and dealers. Events hosted by the AAS 
have included lectures on such topics as Life and Art in the Ming Dynasty, Japanese Screens, The Art of Kabuki, 
and many more. The AAS is led by a Board of Directors and is advised by John Teramoto, Curator of Asian Art 
and a Museum Affiliate liaison.
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